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GROWN UP BABBIES. 





Our attention has been called to a most flagrant case of legal swindling, 


which we think we ought to notice as a warning to innocent and unsus- 
peeting tradesmen. <A great lumping fellow, of six feet, with musta- 
chios, &c. which, if freeAo/d. would certainly entitle him to be guessed at 
thirty, or six and thirty years of age, calls upon a printer, with two 


others, and hasa periodical work printed, When the time comes for 
payment, after considerable shuffling, the great swindling lubbers plead 
that they are INFANTS! and refuse payment. The printer thinking 
that the lubbers will not venture to show their mustachioed faces in 
Court as legal 4abbies, proceeds against them in the Sheriffs’ Court, and 
the mother of one of the unlicked cubs into the wit- 


7 
I 


they actually bring 
ness box, to swear to his being a legal infant. 


Should be admitted? or, if that sort of infantine excuse is to be admit- 
ted, should not the party swindled have the right of giving them a little- 
boyish punishment, such as a sound whipping, or something of a similar 
kind. We beg leave to inform the babby with the mustachios, that un- 


less he looks to the affair, we shall bave the pleasure of taking him edito- | 


rially by the nose, putting him into our chair, and shaving him as clear. 
aS anew sixpence. 
(as T. P, Cooke would call them) thrusting themselves on to the saered 
ground of literature, and turning off the road to bilk the turnpike (i. e. 
the prente rs bill 
that which we are at the head of—periodical literature. The babbies had 
better come to discretion, and pay the money, or we have a rod for them 
in pickle. We don’t mention names this week—we will next. 


DUCKS AND GEESE. 


The Lord Mayor is so continually making a fool of himself, that 
our time would be continually taken up, if we could spare it, to be 
alwavs watching him. The foolery of the office appears to us to 
be quite as hereditary as its dignity, and a great deal more so; for 
the amount of dignity often varies with the Lord Mayor; but there 
ig one unvarying amount of foolery, and that we unhesitatingly 
pronounce to be the very maximum. In another part of our paper 
we have given Sir Peter a rub down for his eccentric black- 
guardism with a barber's lad, but we must now give his Lordship a 
most blasphemously, to doa bit of Solomon at 
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slap for his darin 


the Mansion House on Tuesday last, when he sacrilegiously took a | 
hint from scripture, and applied it most irreverently to a police | 
We do not mean for | 


case about a duck, a goose, and a gander. 
one moment to dispute his Lordship’s perfect right, and perfect 
capacity, to adjudicate in matters where that remarkable piece of 
poultry, goose, is concerned. Qn the contrary, we wil! do him the 
justice to say, that in a goose cause we know of no more suitable 
judge than the Lord Mayor, whether past, present, or to come. 
We think, in fact, that as men are tried by their peers, so ought 
animals to be tried by their peers, and a goose could not have a 
better guarantee of being tried by his peers, than by knowing that 
the Lord Mayor was entrusted to decide upon the matters in which 
he the was intrusted. However, to the 
case in point. A manclaimed the fee simple, or freehold of a 


(we mean s/e), goose, 


gander, that was found in the possession of a person not lawfully | 


Each party claimed the ownership; and, like the 
in Solomon, trying for the possession of the babby, 


entitled to it 


re 
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two mothe 
every argument was used on each side to convince the Lord Mayor 
of the justice of each party’s claim. The whole Court was in per- 
plexity how to decide the tender point. Every one present was 
amused at tlie affectionate interest shewn on both sides for posses- 
sion of the disputed bird, but no one could hit upon a plan for 
untying this more than Gordian knot—this perfect labyrinth of 
entanglements, At length, it was reserved for the Lord Mayor 
to hit upon a plan for doing so. With a wink, that reminded al! 
present of the celebrated picture of Romulus looking at the eagles, 
aud with a spread out of his fins on each side of him, with a sweep 


Of course, according to | 
law, the printer loses his bill—but is it not shameful that such a plea | 


The idea of a set of poor half-witted land-lubbers | 


is shameful, and makes us flare up for the honour of | 


| under our searching vigilance. 


‘which, as it stood, was the most frivolous waste of the public time, 
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brewer's drav down a narrow thoroughfare, cried out, ‘ [ve Ait ity 
and his outstretched hand laid Hobler low beneath the judicja} 
rostrum. ‘Take the duck home,’ cried his Lordship, ‘to the house 
| of the plaintiff; * and straightway an officer made his exit with the 
‘bird, on a visit to the plaintiffs domicile. The Court was still a: 
fault to see ‘ the drift of the caper,’ as his Lordship’s colleagues 
classically spoke of it; but the officer, on his return, declared that 
the bird had gone through a series of the most extraordinary per. 
|formances immediately upon being set down in the house of the 
| plaintiff. Amidst other antics, it appears that he gave a long pri. 
vate audience to two geese in a dark kitchen, visited an adjacent 
pond, and, altogether, was so perfectly degage in his conduct about 
the premises, that there was no doubt of his being quite at home 
at the plaintiffs residence. The whole Court instantly saw the 
|meaning of his Lordship’s manceuvre, and Hobler positively gro- 
velled upon the door-mat in mute admiration of his master’s sa- 
gacity. We confess ourselves pleased with his Lordship's perform- 
}ance, but we do not think it was justifiable on religious grounds, 
In the next place, Solomon is not an original part, and it is rather 
|late in the day for a Lord Mayor to think of perpetrating the 
character. ad there never been any Solomon, we should have 
thought something of Kelly, but, as he has done the trick second. 
hand, we cannot compliment him upon the performance of it. We 
| had much rather have seen him in something new. 
| In addition to this, we think that it was a very unjustifiable 
waste of the public time to devote a whole afternoon to the expe- 
{ iment of seeing what effect the scenes of other days—the happy 
home his childhood knew, and all that sort of humbug—mught 
| have upon a goose, duck, or gander, of the sentimental school. We 
‘have heard, but cannot vouch for the fact, that upon hearing Hob- 
'ler whistle £ Oh, no, we never mention her,’ the amiable goose 
| shed an abundance of feathers, and stifled cackles were heard pro- 
|ceeding from his convulsed gullet. ‘ IHlome! sweet home!" being 
|plaved upon a Street organ, as the goose passed, was too much for 
| him, and the affected goose positively fainted in the coat pocket of 
the proper officer. We hope Mr. Haynes Bayly will favour us 
with a Song of the Boudoir on this homely but touching theme.— 
A living goose is as good a subject any day as a vacant chair. 
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JUSTICES IN A ROW. 

Two or three twaddling justices of the peace have been quar- 
relling at Gloucester about the admission of reporters to their 
meetings. Two of them, Cother and Walker, demanded expla- 
nations, but cunningly contrived not to bring the quarrel to a 
head (a duel) until the whole town was talking of the affair ;— 
then, of course, the thing was prevented between Cother and 
Walker,—so that the whole affair turned out to be entirely—the 


latter gentleman. 


SIR PETER AND THE SHAVERS. 


When Sir Peter was kicked out of the Lord Mayor’s Chair, we did 
hope that the fungus he has long formed upon the tree of civie justice 
was effectually lopped off, and that we should have heard no more Oo! 
him, except as a maker of saddles. We did hope that a bridle was ef- 
fectually put upon his asses tongue, and that the City courts of justice 
would no longer be saddled with his buttoonery. We regret to state, 
that there is “ no such luck,” for Sir Peter by virtue of his Alderman:c 
vown still intrudes his vulgar buffoonery upon public notice. 

Our attention has been called to a reportin [he Dispatch of the pro- 
ceedings at Guildhall a few days ago, when a lad was brought there to 
be apprenticed to a barber. The whole thing was the grossest insult to 
common sense, not to say the greatest libel on humanity that ever came 
: Sir Peter, finding that it was a case 


that remin led Hobler forcibly of the mwollity of his own skull, his i seemed dete rmined to make the waste still greater, by commencing A 


Lordship, with a tone that rivalled the rolling of the thunder of a] volley of low wit with the lad and his master 


tar 
cries Sir Peter, 


A Well,’ 
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show do you shave ?’ Then the boy, glad to get hold of a cue for his 
: e ‘impertinence, runs into a rambling tale,: in the 
he gives some very well! merited kicks to Sir Peter, telling him that 
rs young at the business, generally practised on blocks, or wooden 
heads, which were never found in sO much perfection as in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Mansion Hlouse. . Sir Peter then went off into a very 
dirty rhapsody upon the subject of pulling noses, which, if we had a pair 
of tongs sufficiently lengthy, we would exemplify forhim, in a way that 
he might not find in every respect agreeable. His Knightship then 
allowed a stranger to commence a very nauseous description of shaving 
eople without noses,and altogether the proceeding was one of the 
filthiest, as well as most impudent wastes of the public time, that, 
perhaps, ever occurred even in that very hot bed of vulgarity and 
irrelevancy—the police Office of a civic magistrate. 
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OSBALDISTON AND CO. 


Our attention has been called to an article in the Constitutional, re- 
fecting on what the Editor alleges to be a letter from Mr. Osbaldisten. 
Itseems that Ossy is in the habit of writing letters in his own defence, 
which turn out, by being seen through, to be any thing but calculated to 
do him a service, Now, we care nothing about Oz. or his letter writing, 
and we also care no‘hing about the Constitutional and its article writing ; 
but we do think that a manager is guilty of the grossest impertinence in 
attempting to dictate to any newspaper, however insignificant, what is 
to be the tone of its criticisms. We know that Osbaldiston is very fond 
of writing letters in his own praise, and usurping the signature of a friend 
to fair play, OF something equally out of character with one whose play 
has never been fair, whether on the stage or off the stage, orin a Court 
of Justice. It is said to be a complaint of Osbaldiston that the press 
tries to write him down. Now we cannot, for one moment, think it can 
matter to anybody in the world whether Osbaldiston is up or down, and 
his complaint of being written down is down-right nonsense. That he 
is going down, we are very well aware; that his houses are falling off, 
we know ; and that he is fast losing his ill-gotten money, we also know ; 
and, what is more, we are right glad of it. A man who has handed 
down his name to eternal dishonour by his infamous plea, 
in the reported case of Ewing and Osbaldiston, deserves 
asheavy a run of ill-luck as fate has in store for him. His con- 


duct as a man, has added to the contempt he has universally excited by 
his conduct as a manager. Nobody pities the falling Osbaldiston. 


Everybody inwardly rejoices at his downfall. Poor Fitzball, his partner, 
isan object of more eommiseration. He had tong earned his honest 
crust by pilfering fram the French, and drawing frightful pictures of hu. 
man crime and human degradation to be embodied at the Surrey by Os- 
baldiston and his fellow sufferers. In an evil hour he was, however, 
prevailed upon to embark in Covent Garden with the desperate Osbal- 
diston, and though blunt for a while seemed to reward their risk, yet such 
amanas Fitzball was allied with, could not, consistently with divine 
equity in the courts above, long continue sucessful. His downfal is 
at hand—and with him is involved more than one victim. 








BREVITIES. 





The Mitred Crew. 


The Reverend Sidney Smith, in a recent publication, says, that the 
sudden elevation of a manto a bishoprick is enough to make him Jos. 
We think that the acts they do after their elevatton to the 
yan elevation 


his head 
Bench is more likely to entitle them to a loss of head and t 
Of another order. 


Half and Half Wit. 
Owing to the severity of some of the judyments at the last sessions, the 


isoners Call them the no quarter, instead of the quarter sessions 


New Lights. 


From the frequency of the occurrence of cases of novel species of swin- 


dling, we are somewhat surprised that te Conservatives do not take the 


hint, and let us have somethins new in that line; they, huwever, seem 
ie ie 
0 prefer going on in the old way 


course of | 
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Mining Extraordinary. 


A Lead Mining Company is talked about at Newcastle. We should 
think, if the Duke wili only condescend to co-operate, the projectors 
will be rewarded with /ead in abundance. An under-mining company 
might be found to ted/ under his especial countenance. 


Mal-practices. 
Lord Stormont is talked of to oppose Mr. Maule, at Perthshire. He 
has even had the boyish temerity to issue an address to the electors. We 


can only say, that if he ventures into the contest with Muule, he will 
get very severely mauled. 


Figaro an M.P. 


Several invitations have reached us from large and respectable con- 
stituencies requesting us to become a candidate at the next election. We 
beg to say, that Ficaro is always professionally at the po/e, and, what is 
better, he 1s always at the Aead of it. We therefore, for the present, de- 
cline coming forward, as we already enjoy the weekly suffrages of four 
hundred thousand penny-trating purchasers. 


The! Duke and the Post. 


The Duke of Sussex got into a mess near Newark, by his carriage 
driving over a post. The only post we know of in that neighbourhood is 
the Tory member. His Royal Highness and his servants were not 
thrown out, so that though they went by the post, there was 


ral delivery ! 
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THEATRICALS. 





One of the best houses of the present season, was on Monday, when 
the Middlesex Reform Dinner took place, and two thousand people 
went to see fifleen hundred more eat, drink, and speechify. We don’t 
know whether Bunn would win or lose by the arrangement he made, 
but if he speculated on the occasion, he must have made a geod thing of 
it, for the house was like some of the toasts—a bumper. If Bunn could 
engage the same company every night, it would pay lim very well, and 
the performance would be of a very agreeable character. Where the 
feast of reason has long ceased to exist, there is no reason against feast- 
ing, and as Shakespeare says of the stage—that it wants reforming 
altogether, the stage of a public theatre is not illeadapted for a Reform 
dining-room. We understand that Whittle Harvey was sadly irritated at 
not being at this dinner, but Harvey always has his witfles at home, and 
consequently he had no right to look abioad for a dinner. Of course 
Murpdy was there in bis jacket, as a dinner would be nothing without 
tators, The performers were, we are told, most of them performing there 
old characters, though there were one or two first appearances. Russell, 
(not Jerry Sneak Russell,) acted the part of chairman, and Hume bit 
off the peculiarities of a Scotch economist, with his usua! tact and’ 
ability. Instead of walking gentlemen, there were a number of tudkiny 
gentlemen, and altogether the performance seeins to have been quite as 
successtul, if not more so, than some of Bunn’s recent novelties. 


At Covent Garden, Charles Dance’s new farrago called ‘ The Country 
Squire,’ has been brought out to the great detriment of the houses, and 
the further degradation of this much degraded place of amusement. 
‘The Country Squire,’ has not one novel idea, or novel situation. Tlie 
only novel situation being at the end of the piece, when it Was not 
thoroughly damned, as it deserved to be. As much as possible was done 
for it by the performers, ind the old salmon put about a penny a pound 
upon the fish by his salubrious acting. It was certainly superior to his 
in the *‘ Duchess de la He, however, 
had hard work to carry through the vile rubbish of ‘The ¢ ountry 
Poor Webster continued his mad career of histrionic 
ciency. The audience received his efforts with wild cries of aversion. 
Mr. Webster makes a sort of mongrel Yorkshire and Somersetshire ¢lod- 
We always regarded hin as a man 
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Valhiere. 


inethe 


Squire ’ 


| of vreat ability in some of the higher class of iIpessages, but his provin- 


cialsm and hardness of style is a bar to his advance to any higher point 
in his profession. Mrs. Glover, clever at she is, was completely 
de trop in the piece of Dance’s, where every thing in fact, was de tro; 
Since Dance's piece 
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from the rising, to the ialling of the curtain. 
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source fron: whence he has taken his melodies. If Balfe can show such PIERCE EKGAN’S Life of the eccentric Showman, the late 
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same character. Blasis performed with great feeling, and, barring a BUCKSTON£’S DRAMAS. 
| sang extremely well. Miss Wyndham played a very suvordinate part se DUCHESS DE LA VAUBALIERE. The successful new 
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which she certainly did notsdo much to exalt, except in the singing of an rama now night!v performing at the Adelphi The 4tre, Wilh grea 
iced air that had notbing whatever to do with the characte! Miss applause, 1lOW ready Price Sixpence. Being No. 1 BUCKSTONE‘'S URAMAS 

S ntendence of the Author. 


Griossop played Marcella very well, and sang the music Ina very superior ‘°° See '* 08s SEP 


stvle. The part Is not exactly the same as that in ‘The Siege of Rochelle, 
but itis interesting and prominent. Catone made us knock at least thirty 
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shillings a week off our estimate of pool Templ ton, lor an English 7 : — 
singer he is worth hearing, but in comparison with Catone, who is nota EYMOU Rk S COMIC SCRA P Lee 
first-rate Italian singer, he falls very short of perfection. On the whol KR printed ona large sheetot fine paper, hot-pressed with Gescriptive 
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